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Boost Child Abuse Prevention & Intervention

Proposal to The Thirteenth Angel Foundation

October 19, 2011

Boost is committed to eliminating abuse and violence in the lives of children, youth, and their families. The centre is a registered charity and provides programs and services to children, youth, and their families in Toronto and surrounding areas. In 2008, Boost opened two new locations in Central Ontario to deliver court preparation and support to children and youth. In 2009/2010, in partnership with the YMCA of Greater Toronto, Boost provided training to professionals in16 cities and towns across Ontario to recognize and respond to suspicions of child abuse. 


We believe that all children and youth have a right to grow up in a safe, healthy, and nurturing environment. We are dedicated to the prevention of child abuse and violence through education and awareness, and to collaborating with our community partners to provide services to children, youth, and their families.
Imagine a child that reports abuse and what he or she may be feeling. Often children feel fear, shame, anxiety and worry about what will happen to them, their family or even the offender. Talking about abuse is a very difficult thing to do and the location of the interview can make a difference in the child’s ability to fully disclose everything that happened to them. Taking a child into a police station for an interview is often a frightening experience. Once the investigation is over, the child is expected to go to at least 8 different locations to receive the services they need. Our goal is to develop a child-friendly centre where children can be interviewed in comfortable rooms and receive all of the services that they need in one place. 
Boost has been working with its community partners (police, child protection, medical and mental health) to develop the first Child & Youth Advocacy Centre (CYAC) in Toronto for children and youth who have experienced physical or sexual abuse.   Currently, children and youth that report child abuse are interviewed in schools, police stations or other settings that are not conducive to making children feel safe and comfortable. The Child & Youth Advocacy Centre will be dedicated to keeping children and youth safe and the interview room and accompanying waiting/playroom will be the cornerstone of the centre.

A donation from the Thirteenth Angel Foundation would allow us to dedicate the children’s playroom to Angela Mazzaferro. Once the centre opens this would be recognized in a public media launch of the centre, with a plaque and photograph in the playroom, on the website and in all print materials produced by the centre. As the first centre of its kind in Toronto and the largest in Canada, there would be significant media attention of the work of the Thirteenth Angel Foundation in honour of Angela and her memory and wishes would be highlighted and recognized. 
The Child & Youth Advocacy Centre is an innovative way of delivering services to children, youth and their families in Toronto. The project partners all work in organizations that will provide services in the CYAC. Police, child welfare workers, medical practitioners, trauma counsellors and court support workers will be co-located at the CYAC to provide a coordinated response beginning with the investigation and throughout the criminal justice process.  Child Advocacy Centres are well established in the U.S. however only a few exist in Canada and none in the City of Toronto or greater Toronto area. The model/approach is designed to reduce the stress and further trauma and to improve the effectiveness of the response for child and youth abuse victims and their families created by traditional child abuse investigation and prosecution procedures. A Child Advocacy Centre is a child-focused, community-oriented, multi-disciplinary facility where the professionals involved in the investigation, treatment and management of child abuse work together to ensure that a child’s safety and best interests are paramount. The initial forensic investigative interview by police and child protection is the first critical stage in the process, following which the services and supports needed by a child can be immediately mobilized by the Centre.

There are over 900 centres in the United States and only 3 in Canada and none in Toronto. We feel strongly that we need to do more to keep children safe and that this begins with providing a safe, child-friendly facility to interview children and youth who are victims of child abuse. The staff that would work in the CYAC already exist and would co-locate in the centre to provide services. They would come from the Toronto Police Service, four Children’s Aid Societies, Sickkids Hospital, the Safe-T Program and Boost and as such, the operating costs will be covered by those organizations. 
We have some program funding from Justice Canada and are working with the provincial government, as well as private donors to secure capital funds that would allow us to establish the facility. Our goal is to open the centre in January 2013, at which time, we would unveil the Angela Mazzaferro children’s playroom. 
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